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OLD TESTAMENT NOTES AND NOTICES. 



An interesting series of articles by Prof. Wallace W. Lovejoy of the Reformed 
Episcopal Divinity School, upon " the historical study of the Bible " has begun to 
appear in the Episcopal .Recorder (Phil.)- The series will include five articles. 

The details of the Babylonian expedition from the University of Pennsylvania 
have now been arranged. Professor Peters, the Director, and Dr. Robert P. 
Harper, who has been assigned] the second position in the expedition, will leave 
this country about the middle of June. Their summer will be spent in London, 
Berlin and Constantinople making preparations. It is their plan to reach Bag- 
dad about October 1st. 

It is announced that two sessions of the Hebrew School, each of three weeks, 
will be held at Chautauqua, N. Y., beginning respectively July 5th and July 26th. 
While these schools are not under the direction of the American Institute of 
Hebrew, they are, however, conducted in person by Professor Harper, the Prin- 
cipal of the Schools of the Institute. He has arranged to be present at both 
schools during their entire session, and will be aided by Professors Sylvester 
Burnham, D. D., Hamilton, N. Y.; J. F. McCurdy, D. D., Toronto, Can.; D. A. 
McClenahan, M. A., of Allegheny City, Pa.; Revere P. Weidner, D. D., Rock 
Island, HI.; and P. K. Sanders, New Haven, Conn. 

Of late years, there has been a rather wide spread misunderstanding as to the 
position of the elder Delitzsch on the Pentateuchal question. It has frequently 
been said that he has become a convert to Wellhausenism. The recent publica- 
tion of his new Genesis commentary shows conclusively how erroneous and unjust 
such a view is. It is true that he has adopted the theory that the Priest Code is 
the latest element in the stratification of the Pentateuch, and thus on the histor- 
ical order of the various codes he does agree with so much of the literary hypoth- 
esis that underlies the Wellhausen reconstruction of Israel's religious history. 
But nearly all critical scholars on the continent accept this re-arrangement of the 
documents ; and they do not thereby adopt the anti-biblical superstructure of the 
radical school. The literary problems involved are one question, and the theo- 
logical, are another. Delitzsch's scholarship is so eminently Christian in spirit 
that it would be spiritual suicide for him to adopt the radical views. He is still 
the same devout believer in the inspired Word that he always has been, notwith- 
standing that on a question of literary criticism he has changed his views mate- 
rially. That on a leading literary point he agrees with Wellhausen is a fact ; that 
he had adopted the latter's reconstruction hypothesis, is fiction. 

One of the strongest coincidences in the history of theological research is the 
fact that Joseph Rabino witch, the leader of the Jewish-Christian movement in 
Southern Russia, without being influenced at all by modern Pentateuchal discus- 
sions, and indeed not even knowing of them, has independently and by a method 
of his own, reached conclusions that essentially agree with the newer phases of 
this perplexing problem. By studying the contents of the Pentateuch, in so far 
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as these influenced the religious development of the children of Israel, particu- 
larly their relations to Christ and Christianity, he has come to the conviction that 
the Pentateuch contains two legislations, an earlier and prophetic one, and 
secondly a later and priestly one. The genuine and original spirit of Mosaism is 
represented in the older legislation of the Book of the Covenant and of Deuteron- 
omy, -while the Elohistic legislation of the middle books, i. e. the Priest Codex, was 
added later. The latter he regards as unprophetic in character, and its one-sided 
observance by the later Jews led to their rejection of Christ as the fulfillment 
more of the older and prophetic legislation. These views he has elaborated in a 
work called Horeh and Sinai, which he has circulated in manuscript form 
among some of his friends, and of which we have an account in his recently pub- 
lished autobiographical sketch. Horeb is for him the sign of the older prophetic 
legislation and Sinai for the later priestly. In a second part of this work he pro- 
poses to give the philological and other reasons for this analysis. 



